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To empower learners, and future leaders &
influencers.
To impregnate a positive attitude to sustainability,
voice and challenge.
To encourage the address of the complicated, the
uncomfortable & the unjust.
To steer the profession that sets the bar in quality of
care, humanity, justice, equality & respect.
To develop the ‘good’ change agents that will be

 
"that’ dynamic, responsive force, in and around the systems
that we have got that are letting us down, [at] the speed we

need, to create the change that is required’  
                                                                (Conniff, 2018)
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And a piece of writing over 2 decades old 
that cements this identify for me 

 Parker J. Palmer

author, educator, and activist who focuses on issues
in education & community

Thank to Dr.Colin Jones for the share

Felicity @EmergentThinkers.com



Good teachers join self and subject and students in
the fabric of life.

 
Good teachers possess a capacity for

connectedness, weaving a
complex web of connections among themselves,

their subjects, and their students
so that students can learn 

to weave a world for themselves. 

Methods vary widely
but the connections made by good teachers are held

not in their methods but in their hearts, 
the place where intellect, emotion and spirit and will

converge in the human self.
 abridged Parker J. Palmer, 1997
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As good teachers weave the fabric that joins them
with students and subjects, 

the heart is the loom on which the threads are tied,
the tension is held, 

the shuttle flies, and the fabric is stretched tight. 

Small wonder, then,that teaching tugs at the heart,
opens the heart, even breaks the heart.

. 
The courage to teach is the courage to keep one’s

heart open in those very moments when the heart is
asked to hold more than it is able, so that [all] can be
woven into the fabric of community that learning, and

living require.
 

abridged Parker J. Palmer, 1997
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The self is not infinitely elastic—it has potentials &
limits. If the work we do lacks integrity for us, then

we, the work, and the people we do it with will suffer.
 

Many of us became teachers for reasons of the
heart, animated by a passion for some subject and

for helping people learn. 

But many of us lose heart as the years go by. 

How can we take heart in teaching once more so
that we can, as good teachers always do, give

heart to our students?
How can we who teach reclaim our hearts, for

the sake of our students, ourselves, &
educational reform? 

abridged Parker J. Palmer, 1997
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These simple question challenges the assumption

that drives most reform—

that meaningful
change comes not from the human heart but from

factors external to ourselves, from budgets,
methodologies, curricula, and institutional

restructuring.

Academics often suffer the pain of dismemberment.
It comes from being disconnected from our own

truth, from the passions that took us into teaching,
from the heart that is the source of all good work.

 
abridged Parker J. Palmer, 1997
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There is an alternative to waiting: 

we can reclaim our belief in the power of
inwardness to transform our work and our lives. 

We became teachers because we once believed that
ideas and insight are at least as real and
powerful as the world that surrounds us.

 
Remembering ourselves and our power can lead to

revolution, 
but it requires more than recalling a few facts. 

Re-membering involves putting ourselves back
together, recovering identity and integrity.

 abridged Parker J. Palmer, 1997
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I work to facilitate positive disruption in the
education sector. 

Underpinned with ‘Entrepreneurial Learning’.
I hope to shape and transform educational
outcomes for sustainable development and

social justice. 

In the words of Nadya Tolokonnikova 
“BE A PIRATE. Look for the truth that explodes

existing boundaries and definitions. Follow your
instincts and you’ll get a chance to break

prevailing rules so beautifully you may even end
up establishing a new norm, a new paradigm.

Nothing frozen is perfect”.
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